
 

 

 

 

 
 

Michael 
Babenko 

 
Sr. Credit Officer 

 
Northwest Farm 
Credit Services 

  
Leah 
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Field 
Representative 

 
Apple King, LLC  

  
Daniel 
Brink 

 
Tree Farmer, 

Special Events 
Coordinator 

 
Pomeroy Farm  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Barb 
Meyer 

 
Human 

Resources 
Manager 

 
Port Blakely 
Tree Farms 

 

  
Dan 

Miller 
 

President 
 
 
 

4-Way Farms, 
Inc. 

  
Noelle  

Nordstrom 
 

State Lands Fish 
& Wildlife 

Biologist 3 
 

WA State DNR  

 

 

 

 

 
 

William 
Schuster 

 
Forest Manager, 
Yakama Agency 

 
Bureau of Indian 

Affairs 
 

  
Kerry 
Shiels 

 
Owner & 

Winemaker 
 

Côte Bonneville 
 

  
Adam 
Small 

 
Director of 
Purchasing 

 
Simpson 

Lumber Co. 

 

   

 
 

Anthony 
Chavez 

 
Public Affairs 

Manager 
 

Weyerhaeuser 
 
 

  
 

  
David 

Dobbins 
 

Farmer 
 
 

Fertile Valley 
Farms 
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Nolan 
Empey 

 
Partner 

 
 

Empey Brothers 
Farms 

 
Thomas  

Hale 
 

Food Safety 
Manager 

 
Gilbert 

Orchards, Inc 

 
Paul 

Kimmell 
 

Business & Pub. 
Affairs Manager 

 
Avista 

Corporation 

 
 

   
 

Chris 
Olsen 

 
Owner & 
Operator 

 
L. J. Olsen, Inc. 

 
 
 

 
Rianne Perry 

 
Specialty Crop 

Block Grant 
Program Admin. 

 
WA Dept. of 
Agriculture 

 
Lindsay 
Rudolph 

 
Assistant 
Manager 

 
Rudolph 

Orchards, Inc. 

   
 

Julie 
Stangell 

 
Senior Forester 

 
Hancock Forest 

Management 
 

 
Jack 

Stover 
 

Tree Farm 
Manager 

 
Longview 

Timber 
Corporation  

 
Joel 

Wachs 
 

Chair, Advocacy 
Team 

 
WA State 

Farmers Market 
Association  
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SEMINAR SCHEDULE 

 
First Year 

 

October Leadership, Communication 
and Vision 

November Group Dynamics and Public 
Speaking 

December  Working with the Media 

January  Social Issues 

February  State Government 

March  National Study Travel 

May  Forestry Issues 

 

 

Second Year 

 

September Agricultural Issues 

October  The Columbia River System 

November Crime and Corrections 

December  Transportation 

January  International Study Travel 

April  Public Policy Projects 

May Launching Your Leadership 
Resources and Graduation 
Celebration 

 

AgForestry Leadership 
Goals 

 

1. To prepare selected individuals involved in 
renewable natural resources for the challenges 
of leadership. 
 

2. To promote understanding of the 
interrelationship and interdependence of 
renewable natural resource interests, and the 
importance of these resources to the general 
economic welfare of the state. 
 

3. To promote understanding between industry 
and resource specialists in government and 
higher education. 
 

4. To promote understanding of international trade 
among the state’s leaders in renewable natural 
resource areas by direct exposure to foreign 
cultures. 
 

5. To promote understanding between urban and 
rural sectors. 

 

 
Washington Agriculture and Forestry 

Education Foundation 
 

9211 E. Mission, Suite J 
Spokane Valley, WA  99206-4096 

Phone: 509-926-9113 
Fax: 509-926-6993 

www.agforestry.org 
leaders@agforestry.org 
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